THE   GAPORETTO   OF   SOCIALISM	igi
local workers and the blacklegs recruited and escorted by the
fascists. On the 27th, the fascist directory in Bologna resigned
in protest, resigning its powers to a committee of action.
There followed fascist demonstrations in front of the pre-
fecture, demanding the dismissal of the prefect, and the wreck-
ing of the Ente Autonomo del Consumi^ the headquarters of the
municipal provision stores, and the offices of the provincial
Federation of Agricultural Labourers. The general secre-
tariat of the Fascist Party published on the 2gth the following
order :
c The struggle in the province of Bologna is becoming
intensified. The local political authorities, in league with
the anti-national parties, are trying to destroy the political
and economic organization of fascism. From now on the
powers and functions of the Directories of all the fasci
of the province of Bologna are handed over to the
committees of action. All the Bolognese/^a are mobilized.
c The undersigned, in his capacity of secretary-general
of the National Fascist Party, is transferring to Bologna
until the end of the struggle.
c Signed: mighele bianghi.'
Why did the prefect's decrees give rise to such alarm ?
Because, if the fascists were debarred from moving about
freely from place to place and making use of unemployed
workers from other localities, and even other provinces, to
crush the resistance of local workers, the free syndical
organizations could continue to function. The fascists had
to be able to manoeuvre the army of unemployed as they did
the fighting squads, so as to crush e red' organizations and
starve the workers who still upheld them into giving way.
As soon as a body of c fascist * unemployed shepherded by
a squad arrived in a district, the local landowners could
ignore the syndical employment bureau and tear up the
labour contract without fear of a strike, since the unem-
ployed, brought to the district by armed fascists, were there
to replace the local workers. Fascists and landowners were
determined not to give up this terrible weapon, and that is

